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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final, first office action on the merits. Claims 1-19 are pending. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words . It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the maximum word 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Macrae et al. 
(U.S. 5,826,237). 

5. As per claim 1, Macrae et al. teaches a method for assigning an identifier to at least one 
of a plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different 
entries, the identifier representing a task requiring action by an entity, comprising: 

a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
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information for assigning a task representative identifier to a task schedule associated with a 
particular entity (See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, 
column 3, lines 5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 and 45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 
30-35, and 53-67, column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and column 18, lines 15-31, wherein a 
display of a menu is initiated, the menu allowing a user to enter decision information that assigns 
a task character information to a task schedule associated with a user); 

b. receiving decision information entered via the at least one interface menu (See at 
least figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, and column 6, lines 
45-65, wherein decision information is received via the interface. See also figure 14 and 15 and 
column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57); and 

c. applying the received decision information in assigning the task representative 
identifier to the task schedule associated with the particular entity in response to a predetermined 
event (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, 
lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein decision information is applied to 
assign representative identification information to the task schedule associated with the user in 
response to a predetermined event (i.e. an order is performed and decision information is 
received from a user and applied to the task schedule)). 

6. As per claim 2, Macrae et al discloses a method wherein the step of initiating display of 
at least one interface menu includes initiating display of menu elements prompting a user to 
identify at least one of (a) the predetermined event triggering application of the decision 
information in assigning the task representative identifier to the task schedule, (b) a source of 
decision information, (c) decision information comprising a procedure for processing data 
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associated with a task to determine a task schedule for listing the task representative identifier 
(See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 
45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure 
it follows after received the decision information which is the manner in which the data 
associated with the task is processed. The information determines the schedule by branching 
based on the task character information. The task representative identifier is listed in the 
schedule display). 

7. As per claim 3, Macrae et al. discloses a method wherein the decision information 
comprises a logical procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task 
schedule for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, 
and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 
and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after received the 
decision information which is the manner in which the data associated with the task is processed. 
The information determines the schedule by branching based on the task character information). 

8. As per claim 4, Macrae et al. teaches a method wherein the data associated with a task 
comprises at least one of (a) a medical procedure identifier for a scheduled procedure, (b) a time 
and date of performance of a medical procedure, (c) patient medical record information, (d) 
location of performance of a medical procedure, (e) patient type identifier, (f) patient physical 
characteristics (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, 
column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein the data includes a 
medical procedure identifier, a time and date of performance, patient medical information, etc.). 
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9. As per claim 5, Macrae et al. discloses a method wherein the entity comprises at least one 
of (a) a user, (b) a category of users, (c) a role of a user, and (d) a medical device or system (See 
figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 5-15, 20- 
26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 and 45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, and 53-67, 
column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and column 18, lines 15-31, which includes a user). 

10. As per claim 6, Macrae et al. discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein: 

a. decision information identifies the predetermined event (See at least figures 14, 
15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, 
lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein the decision information includes information about the 
predetermined event); and 

b. the predetermined event corresponds to at least one of (a) patient admission, (b) 
beginning of a medical procedure, (c) end of a medical procedure, (d) a user defined event based 
on information acquired (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 
59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein the predetermined 
event corresponds to at least the beginning/end of a medical procedure). 

11. As per claim 7, Macrae et al. discloses a method further including applying the received 
decision information in prioritizing a plurality of task representative identifiers associated with a 
particular entity in response to occurrence of a triggering event (See column 7, lines 45-65, 
column 9, lines 55-65, column 19, lines 25-45, and column 22, lines 50-67, wherein the decision 
information is applied and the scheduled tasks are executed in order based on the priority of the 
orderings of the tasks. Based on trigger events and the task representative identifiers, the tasks 
can be reordered). 
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12. As per claim 8, Macrae et al. teaches a method for assigning an identifier to at least one 
of a plurality of task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different entities, the 
identifier representing a task requiring action by an entity, comprising: 

a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a task schedule associated with a 
particular entity and accessible by the particular entity (See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and 
column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 
and 45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, and 53-67, column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and 
column 18, lines 15-31, wherein a display of a menu is initiated, the menu allowing a user to 
enter and access decision information that assigns a task character information to a task schedule 
associated with a user), the decision information including: 

i. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task schedule 
for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 
31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28- 
35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after received 
the decision information which is the manner in which the data associated with the task is 
processed. The information determines the schedule by branching based on the task 
character information), and 

ii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, 
and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 
28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after 
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receiving data, the receipt of the data being a triggering event for the workflow. The 
procedure applies the data to the task schedule and causes branching based on the task 
character information); 

b. receiving decision information entered via the at least one interface menu (See at 
least figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, and column 6, 
lines 45-65, wherein decision information is received via the interface. See also figure 14 
and 15 and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57); and 

c. applying the received decision information in assigning the task representative 
identifier to the task schedule associated with the particular entity in response to 
occurrence of the triggering event (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 
2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, 
wherein decision information is applied to assign representative identification 
information to the task schedule associated with the user in response to a predetermined 
event (i.e. an order is performed and decision information is received from a user and 
applied to the task schedule)). 

13. As per claim 9, Macrae et al. teaches a method wherein the data associated with a task 
comprises at least one of (a) a medical procedure identifier for a scheduled procedure, (b) a time 
and date of performance of a medical procedure, (c) patient medical record information, (d) 
location of performance of a medical procedure, (e) patient type identifier, (f) patient physical 
characteristics (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, 
column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein the data includes a 
medical procedure identifier, a time and date of performance, patient medical information, etc.). 
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14. As per claim 10, Macrae et al. discloses a method wherein the triggering event 
corresponds to at least one of (a) patient admission, (b) beginning of a medical procedure, (c) end 
of a medical procedure, (d) a user defined event based on information acquired (See at least 
figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and 
column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein the predetermined event corresponds to at least the 
beginning/end of a medical procedure). 

15. As per claim 1 1, Macrae et al. discloses a method further including acquiring the data 
associated with a task (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 
59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein data associated 
with the task is acquired and processed). 

16. As per claim 12, Macrae et al. teaches a method wherein: 

a. the procedure conditions allocation of the task to the task schedule associated with 
the particular entity upon coincidence of a plurality of occurrences (See figure 1 and 
column 7, lines 43-62, wherein the chances of the occurrences are used in the schedule); 
and 

b. further including acquiring data to identify the coincidence of the plurality of 
occurrences (See figure 1 and column 7, lines 43-62). 

17. As per claim 13, Macrae et al. discloses a method wherein: 

a. the triggering event is conditioned upon coincidence of a plurality of occurrences 
(See figure 1 and column 7, lines 43-62, wherein the chances of the occurrences are used 
in the schedule. The receipt of the data is a triggering event for the workflow and the 
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branches are conditioned using the chance of occurrence. The procedure applies the data 
to the task schedule and causes branching based on the task character information); and 
b. further including acquiring data to identify the coincidence of the plurality of 
circumstances (See at least figure 1 and column 7, lines 43-62). 

18. As per claim 14, Macrae at al. discloses a method further including applying the received 
decision information in removing a task representative identifier from the task schedule 
associated with the particular entity in response to occurrence of a triggering event (See at least 
figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and 
column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows 
after receiving data, the receipt of the data being a triggering event for the workflow. The 
procedure applies the data to the task schedule and causes branching based on the task character 
information. The task representative identifiers associated with the not chosen branch are 
removed from the schedule). 

19. As per claim 15, Macrae et al. teaches a method for providing a user interface for 
assigning an identifier to at least one of a plurality of displayable task schedules associated with 
a corresponding plurality of different entities, the identifier representing a task requiring action 
by an entity, comprising: 

a. in response to a user command, 

i. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of 
decision information for assigning a task representative identifier to a task schedule 
associated with a particular entity (See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, 
lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 and 
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45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, and 53-67, column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and 
column 18, lines 15-31, wherein a display of a menu is initiated, the menu allowing a 
user to enter decision information that assigns a task character information to a task 
schedule associated with a user); and 

ii. initiating display of an updated task schedule associated with the particular 
entry, the updated task schedule being generated in response to applying received 
decision information in assigning the task representative identifier to the task schedule 
associated with the particular entity in response to occurrence of a predetermined event 
(See column 7, lines 45-65, column 9, lines 55-65, column 19, lines 25-45, and column 
22, lines 50-67, wherein the decision information is applied and the scheduled tasks are 
executed. Based on received decision information input by the user, the schedule can be 
updated. The new generated schedule, containing the task representative identifier, etc. is 
displayed updated with the merging, backing up, etc.) 
20. As per claim 16, Macrae et al. discloses a method for providing a user interface 
supporting assigning an identifier to at least one of a plurality of task schedules associated with a 
corresponding plurality of different entities, the identifier representing a task requiring action by 
an entity, comprising: 

a. in response to a user a command, 

i. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a task schedule associated 
with a particular entity and accessible by the particular entity (See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, 
and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, 
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column 6, lines 17-22 and 45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, and 53-67, column 17, 
lines 24-30 and 55-67, and column 18, lines 15-31, wherein a display of a menu is 
initiated, the menu allowing a user to enter decision information that assigns a task 
character information to a task schedule associated with a user), the decision information 
including, 

ii. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task 
schedule for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least figures 14, 15, 
12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 
10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows 
after received the decision information which is the manner in which the data associated 
with the task is processed. The information determines the schedule by branching based 
on the task character information), and 

iii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, 
and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 
28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after 
receiving data, the receipt of the data being a triggering event for the workflow. The 
procedure applies the data to the task schedule and causes branching based on the task 
character information); and 

b. initiating display of an updated task schedule associated with the particular entity, the 
updated task schedule being generated in response to applying received decision 
information in assigning the task representative identifier to the task schedule associated 
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with the particular entity in response to occurrence of the triggering event (See at least 
column 7, lines 45-65, column 9, lines 55-65, column 19, lines 25-45, and column 22, 
lines 50-67, wherein the decision information is applied and the scheduled tasks are 
executed. Based on received decision information input by the user, a triggering event 
occurs and the schedule can be updated). 
21 . As per claim 17, Macrae et al. teaches a method for assigning an identifier to at least one 
of a plurality of task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different entities, the 
identifier representing a task requiring action by an entity, comprising: 

a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for selectively assigning a task representative identifier to at least one of a 
plurality of task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different entities 
(See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 
5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 and 45-67, column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, 
and 53-67, column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and column 18, lines 15-31, wherein a 
display of a menu is initiated, the menu allowing a user to enter decision information that 
assigns a task character information to a task schedule associated with a user), the 
decision information comprising: 

i. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task schedule 
for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 
31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28- 
35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after received 
the decision information which is the manner in which the data associated with the task is 



/ 
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processed. The information determines the schedule by branching based on the task 
character information), and 

ii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, 
and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 
28-35 and 44-57, wherein a processor has a programmed procedure it follows after 
receiving data, the receipt of the data being a triggering event for the workflow. The 
procedure applies the data to the task schedule and causes branching based on the task 
character information); 

b. receiving decision information entered via the at least one interface menu (See at 
least figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, lines 35-49 and 59-67, and column 6, 
lines 45-65, wherein decision information is received via the interface. See also figure 14 
and 15 and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57); and 

c. applying the received decision information in selectively assigning the task 
representative identifier to the at least one of the plurality of task schedules associated 
with the corresponding plurality of different entities in response to occurrence of the 
triggering event (See at least figures 14, 15, 12, 19, and 31-33, column 2, lines 35-49 and 
59-67, column 6, lines 45-65, and column 10, lines 28-35 and 44-57, wherein decision 
information is applied to assign representative identification information to the task 
schedule associated with the user in response to a predetermined event (i.e. an order is 
performed and decision information is received from a user and applied to the task 
schedule)). 
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22. As per claim 18, discloses a system for assigning an identifier to at least one of a plurality 
of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different entities, the 
identifier representing a task requiring action by an entity, comprising: 

a. a display processor for initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting 
user entry of decision information for assigning a task representative identifier to a task schedule 
associated with a particular entity, 

b. an interface processor for receiving decision information entered via the at least 
one interface menu; and 

c. a decision processor for applying the received decision information in assigning 
the task representative identifier to the task schedule associated with the particular entity in 
response to a predetermined event. 

23. As per claim 19, Macrae et al. discloses a computer program embodied within a computer 
readable medium using the method of claim 1 (See figures 1, 4, 12, 19, and 31-33, and column 2, 
lines 35-49 and 59-67, column 3, lines 5-15, 20-26, and 40-47, column 6, lines 17-22 and 45-67, 
column 7, lines 15-25, 30-35, and 53-67, column 17, lines 24-30 and 55-67, and column 18, lines 
15-31). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Crane (U.S. 5,748,907) teaches a real-time management system for a medical facility that 
deals with patients and manages information. 
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Campbell et al. (U.S. 6,047,259) discloses an interactive software application with a user 
interface for inputting information and managing a medical exam that includes treatment 
protocols, etc. 

Lesaint et al. (U.S. 6,578,005) teaches resource allocation with schedule changes. 
Kruser et al. (U.S. 5,590,269) discloses an interface for resource assignments and 
updating. 

Wilkins (U.S. 6,523,009) discloses an electronic patient record system that uses an 
interface to receive and manage information. 

Schroeder et al. (U.S. 6,037,940) discloses a computer program and display (GUI) for 
scheduling in the medical field. 

Sachdeva (U.S. 6,587,828) discloses an interface that displays a patient treatment plan 
and prompts for input regarding the patient. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (703) 305-3882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 
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